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LETTER OF INVITATION   

 
The Belgadia Artist Residency is offered by the erstwhile royal family of Mayurbhanj and aims to 
support creative development in all areas of the visual and creative arts and contribute to the 
cultural development and sustainability of the district of Mayurbhanj in Odisha. The residency is 
located in a heritage environment, and artists respond to the history and landscape of the region 
through curated tours, organised workshops and cultural exchanges with the local population. The 
residency also aims to provide the opportunity for public access to the artist at work and promotes 
open studios, talks or workshops as part of an artist’s stay. 
 



The vision and mission of the program is rooted in promoting sustainable development through kind 
or purposeful travel, whereby a portion for funds raised from the artists stay and sale of their final 
body of works from the Belgadia Palace Residency venue is used to raise funds for community 
organizations in the health, education and arts sectors. 
 
Facilities 
 
The Belgadia Palace provides a private room to the artist in the 200 year old palace, a common 
library with a designated work station with 24x7 wifi, local travel and living-based offerings such as 
community visits and visits to heritage sites within the town of Baripada. The stay is inclusive of all 
meals and meetings with local artists who can act as a support system to help set up artworks and 
experiences in various parts of the village and the region. 
 
 Fee 
Our charges for a 10 day (maximum duration upto 6 months) stay is Rs. 20,000 inclusive of taxes 
and  we will be providing stay, meals and curated trips to nearby artist communities and heritage 
sites for research and inspiration a to plan the production of the artists’ final body of work to be 
showcased in an exhibition at the palace.  
 
Belgadia Palace Residency collaboration with artists 
The vision of the directors is to be able to facilitate a rich exchange of ideas between visiting artists 
and the local community and to support patronage for the arts as was the original tradition of the 
palace. We would be inviting guests, our networks and our resident global travellers to an exhibition 
of the works created as a result of this residency at the palace, with a portion of the proceeds from 
the sale of these works to be invested back into the local communities. 
  
Further, we look forward to collaborating with the artists to showcase their ongoing body of works 
inspired by the Belgadia Residency in larger metros cities and art hubs such as Kolkata and any 
other exhibition opportunities that might arise from our collaboration through this project. 
 
 
 
 



Inspirational Art Trips/Site visits would include: 
 
Visit to a tribal village- to witness and learn age old art forms such as Dhokra (lost wax carving 
technique) and dying arts such as Mayurbhanj Chhau (martial arts dance form). 
 
Visit to ancient temples- to  witness /learn  black stone carving with visits to famous temples 
(Haripur) to understand the intricate architecture native to Odisha. The temple of Kichakeswari at 
Khiching, built entirely of chlorite slabs is a unique one of its kind structure in India. A plethora of 
other temples also dominate the place, some of which are still in active worship. The small museum 
situated here boasts of highly important historical specimens of sculpture, art and architecture. 
 
Wildlife and Nature Visit -   to be inspired by one of India’s most famous wildlife parks and UNESCO 
Biosphere -  Simlipal National Park with  intensively dense forested lands, green vegetation and 
unique wildlife.  Barheipani Falls and Jaranda Falls are the must to be experienced attractions of 
this place. Deokund, a beautiful scenic spot amidst green forests, has a picturesque waterfall. As is 
Bhimkund - a waterfall and a traditional place of pilgrimage. 
 
Pre- Colonial Heritage – Visiting building and structures that were constructed before the British 
entered India and pre independence such as the railway, air strip, Rani’s Dharamsala (old hotel built 
in 1904 for pilgrims and tourists), palace temple built in the 1930s original royal palace with 106 
rooms and multiple courtyards, Haripur which was the original palace of the Bhanja kings .Haripur 
comes within the Baripada subdivision and at a distance of 10miles from Baripada. It was the 
former capital of the state of Mayurbhanj before it was shifted to Baripada. The vast ruins afford 
ample and interesting material for antiquarian research.It was named after the Maharajah of 
Mayurbhanj Shri Harihar Bhanja who founded this place as the Capital in 1322, shifted from Khiching 
and later on is famous as Haripurgarh. 
 
 
Workshops led by Artists: 
 
The Belgadia Palace Residency programme also supports workshops with local youth. We are 
happy to arrange a 10-15 person workshop with students from local schools once we have an 
outline of the workshops, tools and resources required with the anticipated time commitments and 



brief outline of the workshop. 
 
 Please find more information about The Belgadia Palace itself on our website: 
https://www.thebelgadiapalace.com 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Akshita M BhanjDeo 
Director at The Belgadia Palace 
Ph: +91 9831272004 
Email: houseofmayurbhanj@gmail.com 
Address: 3 Mayfair Road, Heritage Mayfair Apts Flat 2c Kolkata 700019 


